Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 113 K; mean (C-C) = 0.006 Å; R factor = 0.063; wR factor = 0.136; data-to-parameter ratio = 12.3.
In the title complex, [Cu(C 12 H 12 N 3 O) 2 ], the Cu II ion is tetracoordinated by two N atoms and two O atoms from two bis-chelating 4-(1-iminoethyl)-3-methyl-1-phenyl-1H-pyrazol-5-olate ligands in a square-planar geometry. The two N atoms and two O atoms around the Cu II atom are trans to each other, as the Cu II atom lies on an inversion centre. The six-membered ring composed of the Cu, an O, an N and three C atoms of the ligand and the pyrazole ring is nearly planar, the largest deviation being 0.037 (4) Å for an N atom. In the crystal, weak intermolecular C-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen-bonding interactions link the molecules into chains along the c axis.
Related literature
For our ongoing studies on pyrazolone derivatives, see : Zhu, Shi et al. (2010) ; Zhu, Wei et al. (2010) . For related structures, see: Parsons et al. (2004) ; Shi et al. (2005) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Cu(C 12 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: CrystalClear (Rigaku/MSC, 2008 ); cell refinement: CrystalClear; data reduction: CrystalClear; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: CrystalStructure (Rigaku/MSC, 2008) .
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Comment
As a part of our onging studies on pyrazolone derivatives as potential ligands (Zhu, Shi et al., 2010; Zhu, Wei et al., 2010) we report the structure of the title complex in this article.
In the title complex ( Fig. 1.) , the central Cu 
Experimental
The title compound was synthesized by dropping a copper acetate (15 mmol) ethanolic solution into an ethanolic solu-
and stirring for about 7 h at room temperature. The dark green blocks which were obtained were dried in air. The product was recrystallized from N,N-dimethylformamide which afforded crystals suitable for X-ray analysis.
Refinement
The H atoms were geometrically positioned and refined using a riding model, with N-H = 0.88 Å and C-H = 0.95 or 0.98 Å for the aryl or methyl H atoms, respectively, and U iso (H) = 1.2 U eq (N/C-aryl) or 1.5U eq (C-methyl).
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound with the atom numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level. Symmetry code:
i : -x + 1/2, -y + 1/2, -z + 1/2). supplementary materials sup-2
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